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CONCLUSION
From the material available in the New Testament, we can 
reconstruct the Church of Christ with its original doctrine, 
organisation and worship.

It is a matter of God’s honor, as well as man’s salvation that the 
Church be restored as it was originally! You can play your part 
in its restoration.

Would you like to honor God in the 
original church?

The LORD has left us clear instructions as to how to have a 
real fellowship with Him.

We must, as adults...

★ Believe  Acts 16:31

★ Repent  Acts 17:30

★ Profess  Acts 8:37

★ and be Baptised   Acts 2:38

Now is the time to return!

the 
original 
churchFor no man can lay 

a foundation other 
than the one which 

is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:11

http://www.churchofchrist.ie
http://www.churchofchrist.ie


You may have noticed that whenever religious writers 
mentioned the Church in a historical sense, often they 
speak of it as the church of Christ.

The church of Christ is not some new sect born in the 
20th century, it is the Church which Peter and Paul 
belonged to; it is nothing less than the church of the 
1st. century, the original Church!

Is it possible to have the church as it was originally in 
this day and age?  Yes it is!

Since the Lord’s Church is written about exclusively in 
the pages of the Bible, we can from the abundance of 
material in the New Testament reconstruct the original 
doctrine, organisation and worship of the early church.

Never forget that God organised the original church so 
that the manifold wisdom of God might be made 
known through the Church, Ephesians 3:10-11.

It is therefore a matter of God’s honor, that we restore 
the Church of Christ as it existed originally.

THE ORIGINAL DOCTRINE
The early church taught that “All Scripture is inspired 
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work” 2 Timothy 3:16.

Because the Scripture contained all of God’s wisdom 
for the people of God, the apostle Paul signposted 
warnings on its perimeters, “But even though we, or an 
angel from heaven,should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to that which we have preached to you, let 
him be accursed.”   We are to “Contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all delivered unto the 
saints,” Jude 3.
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THE ORIGINAL WORSHIP
In the days of the apostles each church met on Sunday, On 
the first day of the week, when we were gathered together 
to break bread, Paul began talking to them...” Acts 20:7

“Breaking Bread”  was a memorial of Christ’s death, for as 
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death until He comes”. 1 Cor 11:26  Each 
member of the congregation was obliged to partake in both 
the bread and the wine.  The Holy Spirit demanded both!

The earliest record of instrumental music being used in 
worship is the organs sent to Charlemagne and to King 
Pepin in 757.  This was a major departure from the 
acappella practice of the early church, “Speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody with your heart to the Lord”. 
Ephesians 5:19

Prayer has always been an integral part of service to God.  
the church of our Lord was devoted to prayer. Acts 2:42

Christians gave of their means on the first day of the week, 
1 Cor 16:1-2.  There freewill offerings were the only 
source of revenue for the churches and one of the major 
uses of this money was to help the needy saints.

The worship ordained by God was simple, spiritual and 
God centered. When the early Christians worshipped, they 
worshipped in spirit and truth.  To restore the original 
worship we also must return to the original blueprint.

To restore the original doctrine we have to confine our 
search specifically to the apostles teaching as revealed 
in the 27 books of New Testament.  These writings 
alone constitute the doctrine of the Church of Christ!

THE ORIGINAL ORGANISATION

There is no mention in Scripture of the early church 
having a universal structure, a headquarters, a 
hierarchy, or a human head.  What we do learn is that 
the apostles organised independent local 
congregations all over the world.  In those days all the 
christians were priests both men and women alike, 1 
Peter 2:9.

The book of Acts chapters 13 - 14 shows that Paul and 
Barnabas established churches of Christ in almost 
every city they visited.  After preaching in Derby, they 
revisited the congregations they had established and 
“appointed Elders (Bishops) in every church”  Acts 
14:23.  Among the qualifications that these men 
needed for the job was, “He must be one who 
manages his own household well, keeping his 
children under control with all dignity”.  God 
stipulated marriage as a qualification for Bishops; so 
to restore the original church we must restore this 
requirement!

Along side the Bishops, Deacons were also appointed.   
Their qualifications are preserved for us today in 2 
Tim 3:8-13, we are able to appoint deacons today with 
the same qualifications as those in the early church.

Churches all over the Roman world followed this 
pattern as can be seen from Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians (Phil 1:1-3).  We must return to that same 
organisation and pattern prescribed in the holy 
scripture.


